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On 12 January 2010, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake struck Haiti, killing an estimated 
217 000 people, injuring approximately 300 000 and displacing over 1 million, 
according to the United Nations O�ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
A�airs. An estimated half a million people have been forced to leave the capital, 
Port-au-Prince, and migrate to other departments not directly a�ected by the quake.

UNAIDS February 2010

It is critical that the global response comprehensively addresses the needs of the 
people of Haiti. However, given the severity of the HIV epidemic in Haiti before the 
earthquake, it is imperative that HIV be e�ectively integrated within the 
humanitarian response in the acute emergency phase as well as in the reconstruction 
and development response. 

In order to ensure that Haiti reaches its goals for universal access to HIV prevention, 
treatment, care and support, it is also important that the HIV response to this 
disaster applies best practices based on evidence and grounded in human rights. 

�e purpose of this paper is to provide a situational analysis both pre- and post-
earthquake�however, gaps in strategic information and data are acute. �is paper 
also sets out broad parameters for what Haiti will likely need. �e resultant plan 
covers the immediate and intermediate actions required. UNAIDS will support Haiti 
in rebuilding its AIDS response. �e UNAIDS Secretariat will continue its leadership 
role in bringing together policy, best practice and coordination of the AIDS response 
in Haiti, as part of the overall humanitarian and reconstruction framework. 

I N T R O D U C T i O N

Collapsed Ministry 
of Health building 
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Prior to the January 2010 earthquake, UNAIDS and WHO estimated that there 
were 120 000 people living with HIV in the country, of which 53% were women�
underlining the heterosexual aspect of the epidemic. �e country had an adult 
HIV prevalence of 2.2% and accounted for 47% of all people living with HIV in 
the Caribbean.

Prior to the earthquake, the Haiti AIDS response had built comprehensive and 
coordinated HIV prevention, treatment, care and support components. However, 
support for and the involvement of key populations needed additional resources in 
order to be scaled up. In 2006, national authorities set targets towards universal 
access to HIV prevention, care, treatment and support. Overall achievements 
included the establishment of:

	 Sixty-eight sites in the country providing antiretroviral therapy. 

	 One hundred and seventeen prevention of mother-to-child transmission of 
HIV sites.

	 Strong civil society network of people living with HIV, composed of 15 
associations. 

	 A national monitoring and evaluation unit and patient tracking system (an 
electronic medical records system for people living with HIV). 

	 A national HIV programme monitoring system. 

	 Regular demographic and health household surveys, which included HIV 
data collection. 

�e 2007 UNAIDS/WHO estimates show that the country had 22% prevention of 
mother-to-child transmission coverage and 41% antiretroviral therapy coverage. 
About 13 000 people were on antiretroviral therapy in 2007, but it is estimated that 
24 000 people were on treatment in 2009. �e projected number of people living 
with HIV in need of antiretroviral therapy has now grown to an estimated 32 000 
people. With an observed increasing trend of HIV among pregnant women, more 
children will be born to HIV-positive mothers. 

National coordination e�orts, supported by the UNAIDS Secretariat, the 
Cosponsors and other development partners, have received signi�cant �nancial 
support from the US President�s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Global Fund) during the past 
several years. However, this �nancial support needs to be managed e�ciently by 
implementing evidence-informed programmes aimed at reducing the number of 
new HIV infections, improving the life of people living with HIV and reducing the 
number of children born with HIV.

�e national response to HIV was implemented largely by national and international 
nongovernmental organizations, including Partners in Health, Groupe Haïtien 
d�Etudes du Sarcome de Kaposi et des Infections Opportunistes (GESKIO), 
MØdecins sans FrontiŁres, Institut Haïtien de l�Enfance, the Clinton Foundation, 
Centre de DØveloppement et Sante, Volontaires d�Haïti and Plan International. �is 
work has been backstopped by the United Nations, which had a large political 
stabilization and humanitarian force in the country. 

 

P R E � E A R T H Q U A K E  si  T U A T i O N A L  A N A L Y sis   
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�e progress achieved by Haiti�s AIDS response is under serious threat. While 
acknowledging critical gaps in strategic information, it is clear from �eld visits by 
the joint Ministry of Public Health and Population and UNAIDS team to 13 
prevention of mother-to-child transmission sites, 15 antiretroviral therapy sites and 
14 associations of people living with HIV that the destruction of health and support 
infrastructure in both the governmental and nongovernmental sectors is extensive. 
�e Ministry of Public Health and Population building itself, the National AIDS 
Programme building and many hospitals and health centres have been partially or 
completely destroyed. Additionally, the infrastructure of Haiti�s 15 associations of 
people living with HIV has been severely damaged. Health service sta� have also 
been a�ected. No o�cial data exist on lives lost in the health sector, but in the 
majority of institutions visited by the joint team sta� moral is low.  

Currently, Haiti is experiencing a critical interruption of HIV services and 
programmes in the most a�ected departments of Ouest, Sud-Est and les Nippes. 
Prior to the earthquake, the majority of service providers operated in these three 
departments serving the majority of people living with HIV.

In the three departments there were:

	 About 57% of the total number of people living with HIV in Haiti�68 000 
people. 

	 Fi�y-�ve per cent of the antiretroviral therapy sites.

	 Forty-nine per cent of all prevention of mother-to-child transmission sites.

	 Sixty-six per cent of new tuberculosis patients diagnosed with the disease. 

Although the full extent of the damage is unknown, all UN agencies, including 
UNAIDS, have lost part or all of their o�ce infrastructure and equipment. 
Nongovernmental organizations located in the three departments have also su�ered 
damage to their facilities.

Earthquake-affected departments 
and HIV prevalence among 
adults in Haiti N o r d - O u e s t  2 . 0 % N o r d  2 . 9 %  

N o r d - E s t  2 . 7 %
A r t i b o n i t e  
2 . 1 %

C e n t r e  
1 . 6 %

O u e s t  2 . 4 %
A i r e  M é t r o p o l i t a i n e  2 . 0 %

S u d -E s t  1 . 4 %       S u d  2 . 2 %  

 G r a n d e - A n s e  1 . 6  % N i p p e s  3 . 0 %

P O s T� E A R T H Q U A K E  si  T U A T i O N A L  A N A LY sis   

�ere has been a concentration of e�ort on antiretroviral therapy and prevention of 
mother-to-child transmission programmes, to the detriment of the provision of 
prevention services.
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