
 
 

     

Uniting the world against AIDS 

  Press statement 
Dr Piot to head Imperial College’s new institute for Global 
Health 
Geneva, 17 October 2008—UNAIDS congratulates Dr Peter Piot on his appointment as the 
first Director of the new Institute for Global Health at Imperial College London. He will 
spearhead the institute’s quest to find far-reaching solutions to health problems that blight 
underprivileged populations worldwide.  

The institute’s priorities will be to coordinate work to tackle traditional and new infectious 
diseases, such as AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases, which 
continue to be significant causes of premature death globally, especially in the poorest 
countries. It will also focus on chronic diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, 
and cancer, which are emerging as major health problems in many developing countries, 
and across Asia and the Middle East. 

"Imperial College is a really dynamic place with a willingness to break down barriers 
between disciplines,” said Dr Peter Piot. “That’s exactly what is needed to fulfil our vision of 
an Institute for Global Health and I’m very excited to be joining the College and attempting to 
make that happen.” 

UNAIDS looks forward to extending its association with Dr Piot in his new assignment. He 
will leave UNAIDS at the end of 2008.  

More details about the announcement can be found at http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/news 
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UNAIDS is an innovative joint venture of the United Nations, bringing together the efforts and 
resources of the UNAIDS Secretariat and ten UN system organizations in the AIDS response. The 
Secretariat headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland—with staff on the ground in more than 80 
countries. Coherent action on AIDS by the UN system is coordinated in countries through UN theme 
groups, and joint programmes on AIDS. UNAIDS’ Cosponsors include UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, 
UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank. Visit the UNAIDS Web site at 
www.unaids.org  

 

 


