
             
 
 

Joint Letter to Heads of State at the G8 Deauville Summit 

 

Excellency, 

In the past 10 years, the world has seen dramatic progress in the response to AIDS, 
tuberculosis, malaria, and vaccine-preventable diseases that kill children. On behalf of 
our three organizations committed to end these diseases, we wish to thank the G8 for its 
strong commitment to driving back the diseases that kill millions and threaten the well-
being and livelihood of billions of people.  

We also wish to congratulate the G8 on the progress made as a result of the dramatic 
increase in resources over the past decade. Since the creation of the Global Fund at the 
Genoa G8 Summit 10 years ago, and through setting the ambitious goal of providing HIV 
treatment to all who need it, the G8 has driven and sustained this progress, turning 
aspirations into firm goals. One of the most ambitious of goals is to ensure that no child 
is born with HIV.  

The Muskoka Initiative, launched last year by the G8, triggered a breakthrough in global 
efforts to accelerate improvements in maternal and child health. As follow-up to the 
initiative and in support of the Global Strategy for Women’s and Children’s Health, the 
next decisive goal is to eliminate new HIV infections among children by 2015 and 
keeping their mothers alive.  

Every year, over 350,000 children are newly infected with HIV in low- and middle-income 
countries, while in high-income countries the number of new infections among children 
and maternal and child deaths due to HIV is virtually zero. This inequity must change.  

As stated by Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, Global Ambassador for the Protection of Mothers and 
Children against HIV/AIDS, “this is not a dream, we can do this”. At the upcoming G8 
Deauville Summit, we encourage the G8 to endorse this goal to ensure that by 2015 all 
children in the world are born HIV-free. 

The international community will launch The Global Plan Towards the Elimination of New 
HIV Infection by 2015 and Keeping their Mothers Alive during the 2011 United Nations 
General Assembly High Level Meeting on AIDS on 9 June in New York, and we would 
be honoured if you would join us at this important event. 

We applaud the G8 for its leadership to accelerate progress towards Millennium 
Development Goals 4, 5, and 6, and we thank you for your continuing support. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of our highest consideration. 
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