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MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 

Increasing HIV prevalence, new HIV infections and AIDS-related deaths  

 Between 2001 and 2011, the estimated number of people living with HIV in the Middle 

East and North Africa increased from 210 000 [170 000–270 000] to 300 000 [250 000–

360 000].  

 Since 2001, the number of people newly infected with HIV in the Middle East and North 

Africa has increased by more than 35%—from 27 000 [22 000–34 000] to 37 000 

[29 000–46 000].  

 Between 2005 and 2011, there was a significant increase (17%) in AIDS-related deaths 

in this region—from 20 000 [15 000–25 000] to 23 000 [18 000–29 000]. 

Low coverage of HIV treatment and PMTCT services 

 Coverage of HIV treatment remains low across the Middle East and North Africa, at 

15%. However, between 2009 and 2011, the number of people accessing HIV 

treatment in the region nearly doubled, from 8700 to 17 000. 

 In 2011, an estimated 7% [6%–9%] of HIV-positive pregnant women in the region 

received services to prevent mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT) of HIV. 

- The Middle East and North Africa is the only region that has yet to see a reduction 

in the number of children newly infected with HIV. 

Punitive laws and practices hamper effective HIV responses 

 Four countries in the region maintain a blanket ban on entry by people living with HIV: 

Oman, Sudan, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

 Egypt and Qatar require individuals who wish to stay for short period of time (10-90 

days) to demonstrate that they are HIV-negative. 

 Six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council—Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 

Arabia and United Arab Emirates—impose HIV-related restrictions for migrant workers 

seeking employment in the Gulf States.  

- Migrant workers in these countries are subjected to mandatory HIV tests. Those 

who test HIV-positive are often quarantined, summarily deported and denied 

appropriate health care. 
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UNAIDS - The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS leads and inspires the world 

to achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-

related deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, 

UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works 

closely with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn 

more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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