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The African Union is commemorating this World AIDS Day with the theme “Getting to Zero: 
HIV-free Generation in Africa is possible”. This underscores the importance of accelerating 
our efforts to achieve zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 
deaths. 
 

 The progress we are seeing today in the fight against AIDS is clearly showing that 
our vision for an HIV-free Generation in Africa is possible.  

 
 UNAIDS data shows that the number of new HIV infections has fallen globally by 

more than 20 per cent since 2001. New HIV infections are continuing to decline in 
most parts of the world. In our continent, HIV incidence has decreased in most 
countries. As more people are getting antiretroviral therapy, AIDS-related deaths 
have declined at a fast pace. We must recognize this achievement. 

 
 In spite of this laudable progress, this region still remains the epicentre of the 

pandemic. Nearly one in every 20 adult people living in Africa have HIV. More than 
70% of all new HIV infections in the world occur in Africa. More than 1.2 million 
people died of AIDS-related causes last year  

 
 It is therefore our collective responsibility - governments, citizens, private sector, civil 

society and affected communities, parents and young people - to stop new infections 
and keep the momentum in increasing the number of people starting and staying on 
treatment. 

 

 Our Roadmap on Shared Responsibility and Global Solidarity adopted in July 2012 is 

a response to this challenge, charting a new course for our Continent’s response to 

AIDS, TB and malaria – in a way that optimizes the returns from AIDS investments, 

boosts capacity on the African continent to manufacture essential quality-assured 

medicines, including antiretroviral drugs, strengthens mutual accountability and 

enhances governance.  
 

 This agenda is critical to reach our targets for Abuja Call as well as the Millennium 

Development Goals and the 2015 Global AIDS targets agreed in the 2011 United 

Nations Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS. 

 

 With the leadership of African Union Commission Chairperson Nkosazana Dlamini-

Zuma, I urge our traditional and emerging partners, to work with the African Union 

and its Member States, in the spirit of partnership that is mutually beneficial, to 

implement this Roadmap, so that together, we turn the tide on AIDS. 
 

 I call on civil society as strategic stakeholders to continue to keep governments and 

development partners accountable to the commitments they have made.  

 



 Together, we can lead a wave of change in the AIDS response, and development 

more broadly, on our way towards an AIDS-free generation. 
 

 As we prepare to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of the 

OAU in May 2013 (under the theme of Pan Africanism   and African Renaissance) we 

must redouble our efforts to achieve tangible results against AIDS—results that value 

and restore the respect and dignity of every individual. 

 

TOGETHER WE CAN GET TO ZERO 

TOGETHER WE CAN ACHIEVE AN AIDS-FREE GENERATION IN AFRICA  


