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New law in the Comoros strengthens protection for people living with
HIV

Law confirms no restrictions on entry, stay or residence and guarantees access to treatment for
all.

GENEVA, 24 July 2014—UNAIDS welcomes new HIV legislation in the Comoros that protects
people living with HIV from all forms of discrimination and reinforces an enabling legal
environment for prevention, treatment, care and support programmes.

The new law, which came into force in June 2014, explicitly protects the free movement of
people living with HIV and prohibits any restriction on entry, stay or residence based on HIV
status.

Among other provisions, the law guarantees that HIV treatment is available to nationals and
non-nationals living with HIV. It also ensures that people in prisons and other closed settings
have access to HIV prevention and treatment services. Mandatory HIV testing as a condition of
employment and termination of employment because of a person’s HIV status are prohibited.

“More countries need to follow the bold and inclusive example of the Comoros, ensuring that no
one is denied opportunities because of their HIV status,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director
of UNAIDS. “Comprehensive HIV prevention and treatment programmes, underpinned by an
enabling legal environment, will help make it possible to end the epidemic by 2030,” he added.

With the recent clarification received from the Government of the Comoros, UNAIDS counts 38
countries, territories and areas that still have HIV-related restrictions on entry, stay and
residence.
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The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
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with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn more at
unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.
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