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As we unite against gender-based violence, I dedicate this message to every woman and every 

child who has experienced violence. 

One in three women experience some form of gender-based violence in their lives—and around 

120 million girls are sexually assaulted or raped before they reach the age of 20.  

Violence often exists in near total impunity hidden behind a notion of cultural values. 

The link between violence and HIV is irrefutable. 

For women living with HIV, violence in the form of forced sterilization is a fundamental human 

rights violation. 

I commend the decision of the Namibian Supreme Court, which upheld the earlier verdict that 

the rights of three women living with HIV had been violated when they were forcibly sterilized. 

We can never be silent. We can never be neutral. We can never tolerate violence against 

women and girls. 

To end the AIDS epidemic by 2030 we must eliminate all forms of violence against women. 

[END]  
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn more at 

unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 

http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
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