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P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

 

Cricketers team up to support efforts to end the AIDS epidemic 

At the Cricket World Cup 2015, cricketing champions show their commitment to raise 

awareness around HIV and break down stigma and discrimination  

AUCKLAND/GENEVA, 5 March 2015—Players and officials at the International Cricket 

Council (ICC) Cricket World Cup 2015, being held in Australia and New Zealand, are raising 

awareness around HIV in efforts to eliminate discrimination and increase solidarity around 

ending the AIDS epidemic. Thirteen World Cup matches, including the final on 29 March, are 

being dedicated to THINK WISE, a partnership between the ICC, UNAIDS and the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), which uses the spirit of cricket to support global efforts to 

end the AIDS epidemic.  

“Cricket is one of the most popular sports in the world and the game’s champions have a real 

power to inspire young people and share knowledge about HIV,” said UNAIDS Deputy 

Executive Director Jan Beagle. “The support of the cricketing world demonstrates how ending 

the AIDS epidemic is a common goal for people from all walks of life.”  

Umpires are wearing the THINK WISE logo on their shirts throughout the World Cup and a 

video message recorded by ICC Cricket World Cup 2015 Ambassador and Sri Lanka batting 

legend Kumar Sangakkara is playing on the giant stadium screens in all the matches featuring 

the campaign. Players and officials in the final match will wear red ribbons to show their 

commitment and solidarity for people living with and affected by HIV. 

JP Duminy, Aaron Phangiso, Kyle Abbott and Wayne Parnell of the South African national 

cricket team took to the pitch with a team of young people in Eden Park, Auckland, New 

Zealand, to encourage young fans to learn more about HIV. This special event, organized by 

the THINK WISE partners, together with the New Zealand AIDS Foundation, Positive Women 

Inc. and Body Positive, New Zealand, is part of the ongoing efforts to bring the issue of 

adolescent AIDS to the forefront. 

“Adolescents aged 10 to 19 years old are the only age group where deaths due to AIDS are not 

decreasing,” said Craig McClure, Chief of HIV/AIDS and Associate Director of Programmes at 

UNICEF. “Stigma and discrimination are major contributors to preventing early diagnosis, 

treatment and care among adolescents. We can and we must remove the shame that clings to 

a positive diagnosis.” 

South African players talked to the young fans about how HIV has affected the lives of millions 

of people in their home country. Star All-rounder JP Duminy said, “HIV is a serious issue for my 

country, but no matter where you are in the world, it’s important to get the facts about HIV. With 
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cricket, we can use the spirit of cricket to help break down the stigma and discrimination around 

the disease.”  

Encouraging the fans to mix their passion for cricket with a passion for action on HIV, the South 

Africa cricketers also gave the youth attending the event tips on how to improve their batting, 

bowling and fielding skills during a coaching session.  

In 2013, there were around 35 million people living with HIV globally, many of whom live in 

major cricket-loving countries, including India and South Africa. Young people are particularly 

affected by HIV. In 2013, there were 250 000 new infections among adolescents and AIDS was 

the second leading cause of adolescent deaths worldwide.  

Many of the matches are taking place in New Zealand, which has a strong HIV prevention 

programme and where HIV prevalence remains low. Despite this success, people living with 

HIV continue to be affected by stigma and discrimination in New Zealand. A recent survey 

conducted by AIDS organizations in New Zealand found that 50% of people surveyed would be 

uncomfortable having food prepared by someone living with HIV. 

“Being a low prevalence country for HIV means that HIV is generally regarded as non-existent 

in New Zealand, which can make living with HIV here an extremely isolating experience,” said 

Jane Bruning of Positive Women Inc. “Initiatives such as THINK WISE help to raise awareness, 

which helps to reduce HIV-related stigma and discrimination.”  

[END]  

Materials 

 To download photos of the coaching clinic with the South African team here is the link:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zvs2j0kzentt1zm/AAAqtPUY3bUVPECV7meyAHtPa?dl=0 

 To view the THINK WISE public service announcement click here. 

 To download campaign photos please click here. 

Contact  

UNAIDS Bangkok | Saya Oka | okas@unaids.org | tel +66 2680 4128  

UNICEF Kathmandu |Jean-Jacques Simon | jsimon@unicef.org | tel +977 101 441 7082 ext. 
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About the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015 

For more information on the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015, including team fixtures, go to: 

http://www.icc-cricket.com/cricket-world-cup.  

The official tournament hashtag is #cwc15. 

Fast facts: 

 The ICC Cricket World Cup 2015 will be hosted by Australia and New Zealand. 

 Fourteen teams: Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, England, India, Ireland, New 

Zealand, Pakistan, Scotland, South Africa, Sri Lanka, United Arab Emirates, West Indies 

and Zimbabwe.  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zvs2j0kzentt1zm/AAAqtPUY3bUVPECV7meyAHtPa?dl=0
http://www.icc-cricket.com/cricket-world-cup/videos/media/id/3280/kumar-sangakkara-thinkwise
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r5xazmwsdd6lww4/campaign%20kumar.zip?dl=0
mailto:okas@unaids.org
mailto:jsimon@unicef.org
http://www.icc-cricket.com/cricket-world-cup
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 Fourteen host cities: Adelaide, Auckland, Brisbane, Canberra, Christchurch, Dunedin, 

Hamilton, Hobart, Napier, Nelson, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney and Wellington. 

 Forty-two pool matches—three in each host city. 

 Every visiting team plays in both countries. 

UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030. Learn more at 

unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

UNICEF 

UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. Together with 

our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment into practical 

action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the 

benefit of all children, everywhere. For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: 

www.unicef.org Follow UNICEF on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

 


