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International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia
Message from UNAIDS Executive Director Michel Sidibé

GENEVA, 17 May 2015—We are living in a time of rapid social change. Lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people are now reaching new frontiers and celebrating
remarkable achievements.

Despite this transformation, acts of discrimination and violence continue against the LGBT]I
community.

We cannot tolerate picking and choosing rights in a modern society—a society where diversity
is celebrated; a society where everyone, no matter where they live or whom they love, is able to
live in peace and security; a society where everyone can contribute to the health and well-being
of their community.

We can make this society a reality, but we will need global solidarity.
We did this when we fought against apartheid—and we won!

As we observe the International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia, | call on
everyone to join the movement for social justice, equality and equity so that all people can live
with respect and dignity.

This is the future | commit to—this is the future | embrace.
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UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030. Learn more at
unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.
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