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UNAIDS saddened by the death of HIV researcher Mark Wainberg  

GENEVA, 13 APRIL 2017—UNAIDS is deeply saddened by the tragic death of pioneering HIV 

researcher Mark Wainberg. An internationally renowned scientist, Dr Wainberg was a leading 

HIV researcher from the start of the AIDS epidemic. 

“Mark Wainberg was a giant in HIV science. His work contributed to saving millions of lives,” 

said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS.  

Dr Wainberg and colleagues identified one of the main antiretroviral medicines used to treat HIV 

infection, lamivudine. He contributed to the understanding of HIV drug resistance and more 

recently was working towards a cure for HIV. Dr Wainberg was the head of AIDS research at 

the Lady Davis Institute for Medical Research at the Jewish General Hospital and Director of 

the McGill University AIDS Centre, Canada, at the time of his death. 

A friend of, and informal adviser to, UNAIDS for many years, he also served as the President of 

the International AIDS Society from 1998 to 2000. Dr Wainberg was a passionate advocate for 

ensuring that HIV treatment reached the people most in need and spoke out against AIDS 

denialism when it threatened the response to HIV.  

“UNAIDS and the millions of people living with HIV will mourn Mark Wainberg’s passing and 

celebrate the huge contribution to the response to HIV he made in his life,” Mr Sidibé added. 
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
http://twitter.com/#!/UNAIDS
http://instagram.com/unaidsglobal
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