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P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

 

UNAIDS to work with uniformed forces in the Central African Republic 

to end sexual violence and abuse and stop new HIV infections 

New initiative launched to engage the military and other uniformed personnel in HIV awareness, 

prevention and treatment and eliminate sexual and gender-based violence by defence and 

security forces  

BANGUI/GENEVA, 9 October 2018—UNAIDS has signed a memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) with the Ministry of National Defence and Reconstruction of the Army, the Ministry of 

Health and Population and the National AIDS Committee of the Central African Republic. The 

aim of the MoU is to reduce new HIV infections within the military and other uniformed 

personnel, reduce sexual violence and abuse by security and defence forces and increase 

uptake of HIV treatment, care and support services.   

The MoU comes at a critical time. The Central African Republic has the second highest HIV 

prevalence in central Africa, estimated at 4% in 2017. However, among uniformed personnel, 

HIV prevalence is double, at an estimated 7.8%. Knowledge of HIV among uniformed personnel 

in the Central African Republic is particularly low and reports of sexual abuse and violence by 

military personnel are widespread. 

"We have a responsibility to protect all our people from violence and HIV, especially women 

and girls, who are the most vulnerable. By focusing on uniformed personnel, we aim to 

transform the relationship between the new army and the population, as a key to 

reconstruction,” said Faustin-Archange Touadéra, President of the Central African Republic.  

Under the MoU the parties involved will mobilize national partners to respond to HIV and 

gender-based violence within the defence and security forces, reduce HIV prevalence and 

incidence and improve relations between the defence and security forces and the general 

population through integrated activities around HIV prevention and gender-based violence.  

“This protocol is a first,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. “It translates 

Security Council resolution 1983 into concrete actions. It places prevention at the centre of our 

efforts to end gender-based violence as a cause and consequence of HIV. This is essential and 

complementary to all efforts to strengthen accountability for sexual violence in the Central 

African Republic.”  

Special emphasis will be given to training and awareness-raising for defence and security 

forces using methods proven to be effective in reducing gender-based violence and preventing 

HIV. These include improving mechanisms to report sexual violence, support for survivors and 

ensuring access to effective HIV prevention tools. Social and psychosocial support programmes 

will also be made available for members of the defence and security forces and their families. 
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The main beneficiaries of the programmes and activities will be the defence and security forces 

in the Central African Republic, which include the military, the police, the gendarmerie, customs 

officials, water and forestry officers and the municipal police. The implementation of the MoU 

will also benefit the wider population through planned integrated activities between the military 

and civilians and through the impact of HIV prevention, treatment and care programmes and 

efforts to eliminate sexual and gender-based violence and abuse. 

UNAIDS will provide leadership and technical support to the initiative and will mobilize its 

partners and Cosponsors, particularly organizations working on gender and health issues, to 

support the implementation of the activities outlined in the MoU. UNAIDS will also ensure 

effective collaboration between all project partners, including ensuring the active participation of 

civil society. It will also play a critical role in advocating for resources and supporting the 

monitoring, evaluation and documentation of the initiative.  

The United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African 

Republic and the European Union Military Training Mission in the Central African Republic have 

committed to support the initiative.  

The new commitments will play an important role in advancing the National Recovery and 

Peacebuilding Plan 2017–2021 in the Central African Republic and are part of ongoing efforts to 

implement United Nations Security Council resolution 1983, which underlines the importance of 

concerted efforts towards ending sexual and gender-based violence and responding to HIV in 

conflict and post-conflict settings.   

 

HIV data for the Central African Republic in 2017:  

160 000 [130 000–190 000] people were living with HIV  

53% of people living with HIV knew their HIV status 

32% of people living with HIV were accessing antiretroviral therapy 

8700 [7600–11 000] people became newly infected with HIV  

15 000 [12 000–17 000] people died from AIDS-related illnesses 

[END]  
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UNAIDS | Sophie Barton-Knott | tel. +41 22 791 1697 | bartonknotts@unaids.org 

UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.  

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/817461516999933538/pdf/122994-WP-PUBLIC-CAR-RPBA.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/817461516999933538/pdf/122994-WP-PUBLIC-CAR-RPBA.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/sub_landing/files/20110607_UNSC-Resolution1983.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
http://twitter.com/#!/UNAIDS
http://instagram.com/unaidsglobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNAIDS

