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PRESS STATEMENT

African Union recognizes Executive Director of UNAIDS for his
outstanding achievements in tackling AIDS

ADDIS ABABA/GENEVA, 11 February 2019—The African Union has passed a motion of
support for the Executive Director of UNAIDS Michel Sidibé recognizing that the invaluable work
of UNAIDS, under the leadership of Mr Sidibé, has saved many lives and has had a decisive
impact on the AIDS epidemic in Africa.

The motion was passed during the 32nd Ordinary Session of the African Union Assembly in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 11 February 2019. It credits Mr Sidibé’s strategic vision and relentless
advocacy to ensure that all populations, including the most vulnerable, have access to health
services. It also commends him for keeping HIV among the top global health priorities and for
his efforts in improving the health of the people of Africa.

“It is a privilege to serve the people of Africa and the world and | have dedicated my forty-year
career to ensuring that vulnerable populations everywhere can live with dignity,” said Mr Sidibé.
“The strong partnership between the African Union and UNAIDS is one that has been built on
shared responsibility and global solidarity. The global support for the AIDS response and people
living with HIV has been unprecedented and we must redouble our efforts to end AIDS. | will
continue to do my best to ensure no one is left behind.”

African Union members expressed their profound gratitude for his work and commitment and for
his contribution to the attainment of the objectives of the African Union, including Agenda 2063.

The African Union said it remains committed to work with UNAIDS and all its partners to
mobilize all the energies and necessary resources to end AIDS as a public health threat by
2030. And “counts on his unflinching commitment and abiding leadership to continue promote
the health and wellbeing of the peoples of the African continent.”
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UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the
Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
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