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THE LABYRINTHS OF PSYCHIATRY AROUND
SEXUALITY AND CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY
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The Interactions between Vulnerabilities for HIV
and Syphilis Among Cisgender and Transgender

Drug Users, Brazil (2022)

Table 1 Sociodemographic, clinical, and behavioral characteristics of 2,393 patients admitted to the Reference Center for Alcohol, Tobacco and
Other Drugs (CRATQD). in the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil, between January 2017 and March 2018

Transgender female  Cisgender male n=1,995 Cisgender female p-value
n=43 n=355
Mean age in years (SD) 28.8 36.4 325 .001
n (%) n (%) n (%)
Drug of Choice . .001
Alcohol 4(9.3%) 419 (21.0%) 53 (14.9%)
Snorted cocaine 1(2.33%) 381 (19.1%) 68 (19.15%)
Crack cocaine 38 (88.3%) 1,140 (57.2%) 220 (61.9%)
Tobacco Use 35 (81.4%) 1,508 (75.6%) 278 (78.7%) .001
Housing <.001
Institution 2 (4.76%) 126 (6.33%) 9 (2.56%)
Homeless 31 (73.8%) 947 (47.5%) 146 (41.4%)
Fixed address 9 (21.4%) 918 (40.1%) 197 (55.9%)
“Cracolandia” 5(11.9%) 45 (2.26%) 27 (7.65%)
Psychotic Symptoms in Evaluation 18 (41.8%) 626 (31.5%) 160 (31.5%) <.001
Past-month Suicide Attempt 19 (45.2%) 645 (32.9%) 178 (51.5%) <.001
STP status
HIV® 15 (39.4%) 69 (3.58%) 20 (5.88%) <.001
Already diagnosed with treatment neglected 13 (30.2%) 64 (3.22%) 14 (3.94%) <.001
CD4%Viral load/AIDS*
<350/>100.000/ml 8(57.1%) 23 (53.4%) 11 (57.8%) .681
>350/<10.000/ml 1(7.14%) 5(11.6%) 4 (21.0%)
Syphilis infection 13 (48.1%) 113 (7.3%) 65 (25.9%) <.001

SD: Standard deviation; "Sexual transmitted infection; “Human immunodeficiency virus; “CD4 lymphocytes; Acquired immunodeficiency syn-
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Table2 Multiple logistic
regression model for risk for
HIV infection among 2,393
patients admitted to the
Reference Center for Alcohol,
Tobacco and Other Drugs
(CRATOD), in the city of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, between January
2017 and March 2018

Table 3 Multiple logistic
regression model for risk

for syphilis infection among
2,393 patients admitted to the
Reference Center for Alcohol,
Tobacco and Other Drugs
(CRATOD), in the city of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, between January
2017 and March 2018

Risk for HIV Odds Ratio Confidence Interval p-value
Crack use (ref: no use) 2:13 1.20-3.79 .01
Homeless (ref: not being homeless) 2.70 1.56-4.67 <.01
Transgender (ref: cisgender) 8.79 3.90-19.78 <.01
Suicidal attempt (ref: no) 1.25 1.12-1.40 <.01
Psychotic symptoms (ref: no) 1.82 1.16-2.85 01
MSM (ref: heterosexual) 1.49 0.84-2.64 5 g
Condom use (ref: no) 0.009 0.004-0.01 <.01
MSM: Men who have sex with men; ref: reference category

Risk for syphilis Odds Ratio Confidence Interval p-value
Crack use (ref: no use) 1:25 0.92-1.72 14
Homeless (ref: not being homeless) 233 1.71-3.18 <.01
Transgender (ref: cisgender) 5.46 2.63-11.32 <.01
Suicidal attempt (ref: no) 1:22 1.11-1.33 <.01
Psychotic symptoms (ref: no) 1.81 1.37-2.40 .01
MSM (ref: heterosexual) 2.60 1.84-3.68 <.01
Condom use (ref: no) 0.04 0.02-0.06 <.01
MSM: men who have sex with men; ref: reference category
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