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1. Purpose

2. HIV/AIDS and the Millennium 
Development Goals 
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The  Millennium Development Goals 

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) represent a merging of the development          
goals contained in the Millennium Declaration and the longer-standing International 
Development Goals. The eight MDGs, each of which has its own specific targets 
and indicators, are:

Goal 1:  Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Goal 2:  Achieve universal primary education
Goal 3:  Promote gender equality and empower women
Goal 4:  Reduce child mortality
Goal 5:  Improve maternal health
Goal 6:  Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Goal 7:  Ensure environmental sustainability
Goal 8:  Develop a global partnership for development
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3. Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS

a. What is it?

b. What does the Declaration contain?

c. What is the Declaration’s vision for an effective national response?
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d. What happens next?

4. What can the United Nations Country 
Teams do?  
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a. United Nations Country Team preparation

(i) Discussion and reflection

(ii) Planning
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b. Supportive action proposed for all countries: 

(i) Translate into local languages and distribute widely the Declaration and UNAIDS’ 
core indicators.

(ii) Advocate, and support, a multisectoral review and update (or initial preparation) 
of National Strategic Plans on HIV/AIDS, other similar framework documents, and 
related sectoral plans, to ensure that:
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(iii) Ensure that the relevant indicators, together with country-specific HIV/AIDS data 
and major challenges and issues, are reflected in the MDG reports (MDGRs), 
Common Country Assessments (CCAs), United Nations Development Assistance 
Frameworks (UNDAFs) and Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs).

     

(iv) Undertake and support public advocacy to promote the Declaration, including 
advocacy for greater involvement of people living with HIV/AIDS in all aspects of 
the national response.
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(v) Take steps to ensure that the national response includes a focus on young people.
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c. Supportive action suggested for selective implementation: 

(i) Expand the United Nations Theme Group on HIV/AIDS and/or its Technical 
Working Group to include representatives of PLWHA groups, NGOs, faith-based 
organizations and the business sector.

(ii) Help build bridges between the National AIDS Authority and the Ministry of Health, 
reinforcing their important roles within the context of an expanded multisectoral 
response.  
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(iii) Help the government set up or strengthen a multisectoral task force or working 
group on the prevention of HIV transmission in pregnant women, mothers and 
their children.

(iv) Encourage the Theme Group to establish a dialogue with interest groups or 
organizations among vulnerable groups (e.g. sex workers, men having sex with 
men, injecting drug users), and, if appropriate, working with NGOs or faith-based 
organizations to facilitate such a dialogue. 

(v) Use the Declaration and the outcome document from the United Nations General 
Assembly Special Session on Children of May 2002, entitled, A World Fit for 
Children as the basis for intensifying action in the area of care and support of 
orphans and children made vulnerable  by HIV/AIDS.
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(vi) Organize a consultation with the Ministry of Health and other partners to explore 
options for care, support and treatment of people infected and affected by HIV/
AIDS.

(vii) Support NGOs in defining and developing their own particular role in 
implementation of the Declaration, and in strengthening their active participation 
in the national response.

(viii) Provide support for government departments, civil society and the business 
sector, as appropriate, for actions and interventions in specific areas such as 
human rights, gender, prevention of HIV transmission in the uniformed services, 
and HIV/AIDS in the workplace.
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(ix) Support government efforts to collect and analyse data related to HIV/AIDS 
expenditures.

(x) Ensure that progress in the implementation of the Declaration is reviewed 
annually by the government and other key stakeholders.

5.  Reporting and recognition
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Annex I

Declaration of Commitment national targets and general checklist

Targets

A. Leadership
• By 2003, ensure the development and 

implementation of multisectoral national 
strategies and financing plans for 
combating HIV/AIDS (37)

• By 2003, integrate AIDS response priorities 
into the mainstream of development 
planning (38)

B. Prevention
• By 2003, establish prevention targets and, 

in particular, time-bound targets to achieve 
the 2005 and 2010 internationally agreed 
targets for HIV prevalence reduction in 
young people (47 and 48)

• By 2005, establish and implement 
prevention and care programmes in the 
world of work (49)

• By 2005, develop and begin to implement 
strategies that facilitate access to HIV/AIDS 
prevention programmes for migrants and 
mobile workers (50)

• By 2003, implement universal precautions 
in health-care settings (51)

• By 2005, ensure that a wide range of 
prevention programmes, commodities and 
services are available, particularly in the 
most affected countries (52)

• By 2005, ensure that 90% and, by 2010, 
that 95% of young people have access 
to information, education and services to 
develop the life skills required to reduce 
their vulnerability to HIV infection (53)

• By 2005, reduce infant infection by 20%, 
and by 50% by 2010 (54)

   Questions

•

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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C. Care, support and treatment

• By 2003, ensure that national strategies 
are developed to strengthen health-care 
systems and address factors affecting the 
provision of HIV-related drugs, including 
antiretrovirals (55)

• By 2005, develop and make significant 
progress in implementing comprehensive 
care strategies (56)

• By 2003, ensure that strategies are 
developed to provide psychosocial care for 
those affected (57)

D. HIV/AIDS and human rights

• By 2003, enact, strengthen or enforce 
legislation/regulations to eliminate all forms 
of discrimination against people living with 
HIV/AIDS and members of vulnerable 
groups, and to ensure their full enjoyment 
of all human rights (58)

• By 2005, develop and accelerate 
implementation of national strategies 
that promote the advancement and 
empowerment of women and their full 
enjoyment of all human rights, and that 
foster a reduction in women’s vulnerability 
to HIV/AIDS (59 and 61)

• By 2005, implement measures to increase 
capacities of women and girls to protect 
themselves from the risk of HIV infection, 
principally through the provision of health 
services and prevention education (60)

E. Reducing vulnerability

• By 2003, have in place in all countries 
policies and programmes that identify and 
begin to address those factors that make 
individuals particularly vulnerable to HIV 
infection (62)

• By 2003, develop or strengthen national 
strategies, policies and programmes which 
recognize the importance of the family in 
reducing vulnerability (63)

• By 2003, develop or strengthen national 
strategies, policies and programmes 
to promote and protect the health of 
particularly vulnerable groups (64)



18

F. Children orphaned and made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS

By 2003, develop and, by 2005, implement 
national policies and strategies to build 
government/family/community capacities to 
support orphans and children infected and 
affected by HIV/AIDS (65)

G. Alleviating social and economic impact

By 2003, evaluate the economic and social 
impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and 
develop multisectoral strategies to address 
the impact (68)

By 2003, develop a national legal and 
policy framework that protects, in the 
workplace, the rights and dignity of people 
living with and affected by HIV/AIDS, as 
well as particularly vulnerable groups (69)

H. Research and development

By 2003, ensure that all research protocols 
for HIV-related treatment are evaluated by 
independent committees of ethics (74)

I. HIV/AIDS in conflict zones and disaster-affected regions

By 2003, develop and begin to implement 
national strategies to incorporate HIV/
AIDS prevention and care elements into 
emergency response programmes (75)

By 2003, have in place national strategies to 
address the spread of HIV among national 
uniformed services, where required (77)

By 2003, ensure the inclusion of HIV/AIDS 
awareness and training into guidelines for 
defence personnel and others involved in 
international peacekeeping operations (78)

J. Resources

Increase and prioritize national budgetary 
allocations for HIV/AIDS programmes, as 
required (82)
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Annex II

Core indicators for implementation of the Declaration of 
Commitment at the country level

A. National action

B. National programme
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C. Impact assessment
–

 National Composite Policy Index

A. Strategy development:

B. Prevention

C. Human rights

D. Care and support
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Annex III

Basic tool kit

(a) Key documents

(b) Additional background documents
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(c) Thematic publications

Care and prevention
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Human rights

Gender and HIV/AIDS

Children and young people
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Social and economic impact

(d) Websites—for UNAIDS and its Cosponsors
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Annex IV

Summary of The United Nations and the MDGs:
A Core Strategy

(a) Global level

(b) Country level
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(c) Institutional arrangements



The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) is the leading advocate for 
global action on HIV/AIDS. It brings together eight United Nations agencies in a common 
effort to fi ght the epidemic: the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United 
Nations International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), the International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO), the United Nations Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank.

UNAIDS both mobilizes the responses to the epidemic of its eight cosponsoring organiza-
tions and supplements these efforts with special initiatives. Its purpose is to lead and assist 
an expansion of the international response to HIV/AIDS on all fronts: medical, public health, 
social, economic, cultural, political and human rights. UNAIDS works with a broad range of 
partners—governmental and NGO, business, scientifi c and lay—to share knowledge, skills 
and best practice across boundaries.

Produced with environment-friendly materials
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The United Nations General Assembly, in a landmark special session 
on HIV/AIDS held in June 2001, unanimously adopted a Declaration of 
Commitment on HIV/AIDS, outlining 10 areas of action with specifi c goals 
and targets. In order to ensure the fullest possible implementation of this 
Declaration, a strategy for its operationalization—an Action Guide—has 
been developed. The guide has been prepared to assist United Nations 
Country Teams in supporting national efforts to implement the Declaration. 

The guide proposes a set of actions to be undertaken by the United Nations 
Country Teams in all countries. These include:

 translation and dissemination of the Declaration;
 multisectoral review and updating of National Strategic Plans on 

HIV/AIDS;
 refl ection of relevant indicators, country-specifi c data and major 

challenges in country-level development instruments; and
 public advocacy to promote the Declaration.

Supportive actions for selective implementation include:
 expansion of Theme Groups on HIV/AIDS;
 cooperation between the National AIDS Authority and Ministry of 

Health;
 establishment/strengthening of task forces on prevention of HIV 

transmission in pregnant women, mothers and their children;
 dialogue with interest groups; 
 intensifi ed action in the area of care and support of orphans;
 options for care and support of people infected or affected by 

HIV/AIDS;
 role of NGOs in implementing the Declaration;
 support for actions in specifi c areas; and
 annual review of progress in implementing the Declaration. 




