
 
 
 

G e t t i n g  t o  z e r o  

 
 
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

 
UNAIDS appoints global Indian icon, Mrs Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
as International Goodwill Ambassador 

NEW YORK/GENEVA, 24 September 2012—On the eve of the 67th United Nations General 

Assembly, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) has appointed 

global Indian icon Aishwarya Rai Bachchan as International Goodwill Ambassador. In her 

new role she will help raise awareness on issues related to stopping new HIV infections in 

children and advocate for increased access to antiretroviral treatment. 

Mrs Rai Bachchan has been involved in humanitarian issues for many years and will now 

have a special focus on HIV. "I am honoured to accept this appointment. Spreading 

awareness on health issues, especially related to women and children, has always been a 

priority for me. And now, as a new mother, I can personally relate to this––the joys and 

concerns of every mother and the hopes that we have for our children. I strongly believe that 

every baby should be born free from HIV. And I wish that every woman living with HIV stays 

healthy and has access to treatment. I promise that with UNAIDS, I will do my utmost to 

make this happen." 

UNAIDS Executive Director Michel Sidibé welcomed Mrs Rai Bachchan to the UNAIDS 

family. “Mrs Rai Bachchan is respected and admired by millions of people around the world,” 

said Mr Sidibé. “I am convinced that through her global outreach, Mrs Rai Bachchan can 

help UNAIDS reach its goal of eliminating new HIV infections among children by 2015.”  

The main focus of Mrs Rai Bachchan will be to advocate for the Global Plan towards the 

elimination of new HIV infections among children and keeping their mothers alive. This plan 

was launched at the United Nations in June 2011. 

The Global Plan focuses on 22 countries including India, which account for more than 90% 

of all new HIV infections among children. Twenty one of them are in sub-Saharan Africa, 

where the estimated number of children newly infected with HIV fell by 25%, from 360 000 in 

2009 to 270 000 in 2011. Progress in sub-Saharan Africa has been made possible through 

rapid improvement in access to services that prevent new infections in children. There was a 

dramatic increase in coverage of services in the 21 sub-Saharan African countries between 

2009 and 2011: from 34% to 61%. HIV transmission rates from mother-to child have also 

declined since 2010 with the introduction of more effective prophylaxis regimens. 

“Through her work in raising awareness of the issues and advocating for increased access 

to services Mrs Rai Bachchan will be instrumental in helping to ensure that no more babies 

are born with HIV and that their mothers stay alive and healthy,” said Mr Sidibé. “We look 

forward to working with her to reach our collective goals.” 
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Contact  

UNAIDS Geneva | Sophie Barton-Knott | Press Officer | tel. +41 22 791 1697 | 

bartonknotts@unaids.org  

UNAIDS New York | Tina Bille | UNAIDS Goodwill Ambassador Coordinator | 

tel. +41 79 611 0031 | billet@unaids.org 

 

UNAIDS  

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-

related deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, 

UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and 

works closely with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. 

Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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