
 
 

G e t t i n g  t o  z e r o  

 
 

P R E S S  S T A T E M E N T  
 

UNAIDS welcomes Roberto Azevêdo as the next Director-General of 
the World Trade Organization 

GENEVA, 14 May 2013—The United Nations Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
welcomes Ambassador Roberto Azevêdo of Brazil as the as the next Director-General of the 
World Trade Organization.  

“At a critical time in the history of multilateral cooperation, the nomination of Ambassador 
Azevêdo as the as the next Director-General of the World Trade Organization gives bold new 
impetus to the future agenda for global trade,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of 
UNAIDS. “I am confident Roberto will leverage global trade as an engine of economic growth, 
global health and social justice.” 

UNAIDS has worked with WTO and other partners to promote and safeguard TRIPS flexibilities 
and promote access to low-cost, high quality medicines in developing countries. 

Currently Permanent Representative of Brazil to the WTO, Ambassador Azevêdo has also 
served as the Vice-Minister for Economic, Financial and Technologic Affairs, at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Brazil.  
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 
with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn more at 
unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 


