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PRESS STATEMENT

UNAIDS and the entire AIDS community are heartbroken by the
passing of the global statesman Nelson Mandela

We remember his extraordinary commitment to dignity, human rights and hope

GENEVA, 5 December 2013—The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) is
greatly saddened by the death of South Africa’s former President, Nelson Mandela, one of
Africa’s greatest leaders and a passionate advocate for people living with HIV.

“‘Nelson Mandela was a central figure in the AIDS movement. He was instrumental in laying the
foundations of the modern AIDS response,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS.
“His actions helped save millions of lives and transformed health in Africa. He broke the
conspiracy of silence and gave hope that all people should live with dignity.”

In 1994, Mr Mandela became South Africa’s first democratically elected President after the end
of apartheid. He devoted much of his time to advocating for access to HIV treatment, ending
stigma and ensuring all babies are born HIV free. He used his stature and presence on the
global stage to persuade world leaders to act decisively on AIDS and tuberculosis.

In 2005, Mr Mandela took the bold decision to make a personal AIDS tragedy public. AIDS was
still a taboo topic in South Africa, but he revealed at a news conference that his son had died
from AIDS-related causes. His public revelation helped drive debate about HIV. And his support
to people living with HIV helped to break down stigma and discrimination.

In one of his notable public statements about AIDS, Mr Mandela called on the world to be brave,
“The more we lack the courage and the will to act, the more we condemn to death our brothers
and sisters, our children and our grand-children. When the history of our times is written, will we
be remembered as the generation that turned our backs in a moment of a global crisis or will it
be recorded that we did the right thing?”

“Nelson Mandela’s vision and his steadfast commitment to social justice and personal bravery
have inspired not only me but millions of people around the world to stand up and speak out for
what they believe is right,” said Mr Sidibé. “He was my personal hero and showed me that even
in the face of adversity it is possible to realize your dreams and move mountains.”
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UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn more at
unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.
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