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Stand together on International Women’s Day

Message from UNAIDS Executive Director Michel Sidibé on International Women’s Day

GENEVA, 8 March 2014—We know well that it is our mothers, wives, sisters and daughters
who make it happen. Women around the world are running countries, businesses and raising
children. In the AIDS response, it is more likely to be women who care for the sick. It is women
who care for their families and communities and it is women who look after the most vulnerable
in society.

“Women make it happen, but it doesn’t always happen for women.” Women face many forms of
discrimination.

It is also women who suffer violence at the hands of their partners, are more likely to become
infected with HIV and are marginalized in many societies. One out of three women is physically
or sexually abused by a partner in her lifetime. Every hour, 50 young women are newly infected
with HIV. Half of all people living with HIV in low- and middle-income countries are women—
and new HIV infections among women are on the rise in Eastern Europe, Central Asia, the
Middle East and North Africa.

Women must be free to make decisions about their health, lives and futures. On this
International Women’s Day, let’s all stand up for women, together we can make it happen.
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The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AlIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn more at
unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.
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