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Mayors of New York and Paris convene a global meeting of mayors 

on ending AIDS in cities 

More than 30 cities playing a leading role in the AIDS response meet to discuss ongoing 

strategies and innovations in their cities that are improving health and development  

NEW YORK/PARIS/GENEVA, 6 June 2016—The Mayor of New York, Bill de Blasio, and the 

Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, have convened a meeting in New York, United States of 

America, in collaboration with UNAIDS and the Fast-Track cities partners, UN-Habitat and the 

International Association of Providers of AIDS Care (IAPAC), on ending the AIDS epidemic in 

cities by 2030. 

The meeting, made possible by the MAC AIDS Fund, was held at the New York Public Library 

on 6 June, ahead of the United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting on Ending AIDS, 

which is to take place at the United Nations Headquarters from 8 to 10 June.  

“Today offers a unique opportunity to partner and explore how we can work together to educate, 

treat and prevent the spread of HIV, and here in New York City we echo those efforts through 

our work, including increased funding for HIV/AIDS prevention services and health care,” said 

the Mayor of New York, Bill de Blasio. “We are deeply proud of this work, but we must do 

more—I commend Mayor Hidalgo and the other mayors of great cities involved for their 

partnership in the global response to HIV.” 

The cities event highlighted the essential leadership role that cities play in responding to HIV. 

Around 30 mayors from around the globe attended the event to discuss how they are getting on 

the Fast-Track to end AIDS in cities. They also shared how smart cities are implementing urban 

innovations to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Later in the day, the mayors, UNAIDS and invited guests convened for The Problem Solvers: 

Cities on the Front Lines of HIV/AIDS, an Atlantic forum, presented by the MAC AIDS Fund and 

UNAIDS. The gathering provided an opportunity to take a closer look at the opportunities and 

challenges cities face in ending AIDS through a series of panels and conversations with mayors 

and urban leaders, health experts and advocates.  

Mayor Hidalgo was unable to attend the event in New York because of the emergency situation 

in Paris following heavy flooding, but sent a strong message of support. 

“We all share the same certainty: we no longer have the right to stand by and watch as HIV 

worsens when solutions exist. And because the solutions exist, we no longer have any excuse 

for inaction,” said the Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo. “Political will is at the forefront of 

responding to AIDS and I stand firmly to say: Paris is committed to ending the AIDS epidemic.”  

http://www.macaidsfund.org/
http://www.theatlantic.com/live/events/the-problem-solvers-hiv-aids/2016/
http://www.theatlantic.com/live/events/the-problem-solvers-hiv-aids/2016/
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Mayor Hidalgo was represented at the event by two deputy mayors, Patrick Klugman and 

Bernard Jomier. 

Cities are at the front of the response to HIV and other health and equity challenges and are 

uniquely positioned to take transformative action. City leaders are already driving innovation 

and social transformation through ambitious responses to global challenges such as climate 

change and sustainable development. 

"More than half of the world's population currently lives in cities,” said the UNAIDS Executive 

Director, Michel Sidibé. “City leadership on HIV is essential if the world is to achieve the Fast-

Track Targets and end the AIDS epidemic by 2030.” 

On World AIDS Day 2014, the Mayor of Paris welcomed 26 mayors from around the world, who 

signed a declaration to end the AIDS epidemic in their cities. In signing the 2014 Paris 

Declaration, the mayors committed to putting their cities on the Fast-Track to ending the AIDS 

epidemic through a set of commitments. Those commitments include achieving the UNAIDS 

90–90–90 treatment target, which will result in 90% of people living with HIV knowing their HIV 

status, 90% of people who know their HIV-positive status on antiretroviral treatment and 90% of 

people on treatment with suppressed viral loads. Since the end of 2014, more than 200 cities 

around the world have signed the Paris Declaration and are addressing the significant 

disparities in access to basic services, social justice and economic opportunity towards ending 

the AIDS epidemic. 

“Fast-Track cities are accelerating their local AIDS responses toward the goal of ending the 

AIDS epidemic as a public health threat by 2030,” said the IAPAC President/Chief Executive 

Officer, José M. Zuniga. “Our collaborative city-specific approach and real-time data generation 

afford us a precise understanding of gaps in city responses, which we are helping to address 

through targeted strategies to increase HIV testing, prevention, treatment and care.” 

The event in New York provided an opportunity to share knowledge and draw on experiences 

from around the world. It brought together numerous partners, including the private sector, 

foundations and civil society. The opening session of the cities event was moderated by 

businessman and philanthropist Alexandre Mars of the Epic Foundation.   

[END] 
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The City of Paris has been committed to fighting AIDS since 2001 and the response has 

become a priority at both local and global levels. In collaboration with UNAIDS, UN-Habitat and 

IAPAC, it was natural for Paris to be involved in the launch the Fast-Track Cities Initiative 

(FTCI) on December 1, 2014. And Paris has taken a leading role. In February 2016, Paris 

published its own strategy called "Towards an AIDS free Paris", thanks to which The City will be 

a pioneer of the FTCI in regard to reaching the 90-90-90 targets by 2020. 

 

UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

IAPAC 

The International Association of Providers of AIDS Care (IAPAC) represents more than 27,500 

clinicians and allied health care professionals in over 150 countries. Its mission is to improve 

the quality of and increase access to HIV prevention, care, treatment, and support services for 

men, women, and children affected by and living with HIV and comorbid conditions (e.g., 

tuberculosis, viral hepatitis). For more information about IAPAC and its 30-year history of 

marshaling the health professions to end the AIDS epidemic, please visit www.iapac.org. 

MAC AIDS Fund 

The lead private funder of the Fast-Track Cities initiative, the MAC AIDS Fund is dedicated to 

serving people of all ages, all races and all sexes affected by HIV and AIDS, partnering with the 

bold, the visionary and the brave to confront the epidemic. The MAC AIDS FUND believes cities 

have long been at the forefront of responding to AIDS, committing more than $6 million to cities 

setting ambitious targets and accelerating the delivery of high-impact HIV prevention and 

treatment services. Raised exclusively through the sale of MAC VIVA GLAM lipstick and 

lipglass, the MAC AIDS Fund has raised more than $400 million since its inception in 1994 and 

will continue to support innovative efforts like the Fast-Track Cities initiative to help eradicate 

the epidemic. 

http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
http://twitter.com/#!/UNAIDS
http://instagram.com/unaidsglobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNAIDS

