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UNAIDS appoints amfAR Chair and fashion designer Kenneth Cole as 
International Goodwill Ambassador  

NEW YORK/GENEVA, 7 June 2016—UNAIDS has appointed amfAR Chair and leading fashion 

designer Kenneth Cole as a UNAIDS International Goodwill Ambassador. The announcement was 

made at a special event held on the eve of the United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting 

on Ending AIDS, taking place in New York, United States of America, from 8 to 10 June. 

“We are entering a crucial phase of the response to HIV and I know that Kenneth can make a 

significant and powerful contribution towards our shared vision of ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030,” 

said Michel Sidibé, the Executive Director of UNAIDS. “His commitment, compassion and resolve will 

magnify our efforts to include everyone and to ensure that no one is left behind.”  

In his new role as an International Goodwill Ambassador for UNAIDS, Mr Cole will work to rally the 

global community by continuing his longstanding role as an advocate for an inclusive response to the 

AIDS epidemic. He will help with the communication of clear benchmarks and goals in the AIDS 

response, including amfAR’s mission of finding a cure for HIV by 2020, in order to realize UNAIDS’ 

vision of ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030.    

“I am confident that if people are put at the centre of the AIDS response we can realize one of this 

century’s greatest humanitarian achievements—the end of the AIDS epidemic,” said Mr Cole, “I am 

honoured by this appointment as a UNAIDS International Goodwill Ambassador. It is my hope to help 

intensify efforts to end the epidemic for everyone, everywhere.” 

Mr Cole has been a leading voice in the global response to AIDS for more than 30 years and continues 

to be a passionate champion for people living with HIV. As well as managing his business interests, Mr 

Cole has been chairman of amfAR, the Foundation for AIDS Research, since 2005. He was 

instrumental in the launch of amfAR’s Countdown to a Cure campaign, which supports amfAR’s 

recently opened Institute for HIV Research, based at the University of California, San Francisco. The 

mission of the institute is to accelerate progress towards developing a cure for HIV.  
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to achieve 

its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related deaths. UNAIDS 

unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, UN 

Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely with global and national 

partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
http://twitter.com/#!/UNAIDS
http://instagram.com/unaidsglobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNAIDS

