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Victoria Beckham and son Brooklyn on HIV awareness raising
mission to Kenya with Born Free Africa and UNAIDS

Witnessing first-hand the successes and challenges of Kenya’s AIDS response, Victoria and
Brooklyn Beckham call for greater commitment, action and funding to end the AIDS epidemic

Nairobi, Kenya, 8 October 2016—UNAIDS International Goodwill Ambassador Victoria
Beckham and her son, Brooklyn Beckham, have completed a three-day mission to Kenya with
Born Free Africa and UNAIDS to raise awareness about HIV. Their visit focused on preventing
new HIV infections among newborn children and keeping their mothers healthy and the urgency
of promoting HIV testing, prevention and treatment for young people, especially adolescent girls
and young women.

During the mission, Victoria and Brooklyn Beckham travelled across the country visiting exciting
projects that aim to reduce the effects of HIV in Kenya. They met with community and health
workers to understand the challenges they face in their work and learned about their many
successes. Victoria and Brooklyn spent time with children and talked to young people and
adults living with or affected by HIV, hearing first-hand their personal stories and experiences of
HIV.

Today, alongside his mother, Brooklyn took part in a national football campaign “Maisha kick
out HIV stigma”, which aims to motivate young people to get HIV tested. HIV testing, prevention
and treatment services are critical to ending the AIDS epidemic, but often people, in particular
young people, do not access services owing to lack of information and the stigma and
discrimination linked to HIV. Brooklyn joined the football match and showed off his footballing
talents on the pitch.

UNAIDS estimates that 1.5 million people are living with HIV in Kenya, with about 71 000 new
HIV infections among adults in 2015. One third of all new HIV infections occurred among young
women and adolescent girls aged 15-24 years, who are at particularly high risk. There were
6600 new HIV infections among children in 2015. The Government of Kenya is committed to
ending AIDS and in addition to funding its own national HIV work has recently pledged US$ 5
million to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and US$ 500 000 to
UNAIDS to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030.

There have been many successes in the AIDS response, but Ms Beckham used the opportunity
to highlight that the AIDS epidemic is far from over. “We have come such a long way together to
overcome AIDS—we know the facts, we have the tools, but we need commitment, action and
funding to see this through! Ending AIDS can happen, but will only happen if we join together
and end all forms of stigma and discrimination.”
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“Having the support of our International Goodwill Ambassador is extremely important for Kenya
in moving towards ending the AIDS epidemic as a public health threat,” said UNAIDS Country
Director, Jantine Jacobi.

The mission was organized by the Kenyan Ministry of Health, Born Free Africa and UNAIDS.
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UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AlDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the
Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.

Born Free Africa

Born Free Africa is a private philanthropic initiative to eliminate mother to child transmission of
HIV. Born Free works with African governments to invest in highly targeted projects to test the
hypothesis that catalytic talent can drive significant change within public health systems. Born
Free’s investments in Nigeria and Kenya demonstrate that catalytic talent can be a key lever for
change. Born Free has also partnered with the fashion community to harness their voice,
creativity, and reach to inspire urgency toward the elimination of mother to child transmission of
HIV.
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