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P R E S S  S T A T E M E N T   

UNAIDS welcomes compelling results of progress in AIDS response 

from surveys supported by the United States of America in three 

African countries  

Investments by the United States of America in the global AIDS response are delivering results 

GENEVA, 1 December 2016—Upon the release of compelling new evidence of national AIDS 

programme successes in Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe, UNAIDS congratulates the countries 

as well as the United States of America for its consistently outstanding support to the global 

AIDS response. 

New survey data released by the United States President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 

(PEPFAR) show that Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe have all made important progress against 

the epidemic. The initial results from the three Population-Based HIV Impact Assessment 

(PHIA) surveys are largely consistent with national data and UNAIDS estimates.  

PEPFAR announced that the PHIA surveys, led by Columbia University’s ICAP programme, 

provide additional evidence that the epidemic is becoming controlled among older adults and 

babies in Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The surveys also found that the three African 

countries have achieved viral load suppression among an average of 65% of all adults living 

with HIV. Estimates of antiretroviral treatment coverage derived from PHIA survey data are also 

largely consistent with UNAIDS-reported estimates of treatment coverage derived from health 

facility data and submitted to UNAIDS by national HIV programmes. T 

“These encouraging results are the fruits of a shared effort—the countries hardest hit by AIDS, 

working in close collaboration with the international community,” said the UNAIDS Executive 

Director, Michel Sidibé. “The consistent bipartisan leadership of the United States of America is 

a major contributor to progress in the global AIDS response. The United States President’s 

Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief is a critical ally in the drive to achieve the end of AIDS by 

2030.” 

For additional information on the PEPFAR report and UNAIDS estimates please follow this link: 

http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/20161201_PS_PHIA_PEPFAR_Surv

ey_additional_info_en.pdf  
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

http://www.pepfar.gov/documents/organization/264882.pdf
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deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 
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