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P R E S S  S T A T E M E N T  

On the International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and 

Biphobia, UNAIDS calls for zero discrimination  

GENEVA, 17 May 2017—UNAIDS’ vision of zero discrimination and ending AIDS by 2030 will 

only become a reality if the response to HIV reaches everyone, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people. 

The International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia (IDAHOT), a worldwide 

celebration of sexual and gender diversity, is commemorated annually on 17 May. This year’s 

theme is families, focusing on the role of families in the well-being of LGBTI people and respect 

of the rights of LGBTI families.  

“Many young gay and transgender people are rejected by their families, living on the streets, 

facing all types of discrimination and violence,” said the Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel 

Sidibé. “This is not the path to healthy and productive societies. We must encourage inclusion 

and compassion and ensure that networks of support are in place, including access to essential 

health and social services.” 

Gay men and other men who have sex with men are 24 times more likely to acquire HIV than 

other men and transgender people are 49 times more likely. However, in many health-care 

settings, LGBTI people find it difficult to access quality health services free from discrimination, 

making them more vulnerable to HIV and less likely to access treatment and care.  

Under international human rights law, countries have a legal obligation to address 

discrimination in health and in the workplace. In 2016, UNAIDS launched an Agenda for Zero 

Discrimination in Health-Care Settings, which brings together all stakeholders for joint efforts 

towards a world where everyone, everywhere, is able to receive the health care they need with 

no discrimination. 

UNAIDS is calling for respect for diversity and zero discrimination. To end AIDS it is essential to 

end the stigma and discrimination faced by LGBTI people. 
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 

achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 

deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 

with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

mailto:sectorc@unaids.org
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
http://twitter.com/#!/UNAIDS
http://instagram.com/unaidsglobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNAIDS

