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PRESS STATEMENT

UNAIDS congratulates Mariangela Siméao on her appointment as
Assistant Director-General at the World Health Organization

GENEVA, 3 October 2017—UNAIDS warmly congratulates Maridngela Batista Galvao Siméo
on her appointment as the Assistant Director-General for Drug Access, Vaccines and
Pharmaceuticals at the World Health Organization (WHO).

“Mariangela is driven by a steadfast commitment to put people at the centre,” said Michel
Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. “She is a passionate advocate for human rights and |
look forward to continuing to work with her to ensure that no one is left behind in access to
medicines.”

Ms Simao has worked for UNAIDS since 2010, serving as the Director of Rights, Gender,
Prevention and Community Mobilization. She has been instrumental in developing policies and
guidance on the impact of HIV-related stigma and discrimination in health systems, HIV
prevention among adolescent girls and young women, human rights and HIV, ending overly
broad criminalization of HIV transmission and partnerships with civil society.

UNAIDS would also like to congratulate Bernhard Schwartlander on his appointment as the new
Chef de Cabinet at WHO. Mr Schwartlander held a number of positions with UNAIDS, including
Director of Evaluation and Strategic Information until 2012.

“These two excellent leaders will bring energy, determination and a focus on delivering results
for people everywhere,” said Mr Sidibé. “I am proud of their achievements and wish them well in
their new roles.”

WHO is one of UNAIDS’ 11 Cosponsors advancing progress in global health towards ending
the AIDS epidemic as part of the Sustainable Development Goals.
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The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the
Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
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