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PRESS RELEASE

UNAIDS calls for the immediate release of NGO members arrested in
Malawi

GENEVA, 10 July 2019—UNAIDS regrets unnecessarily involving the authorities in Malawi in
its outstanding issue with the Mango Network. UNAIDS and the Mango Network have amicably
reached a resolution over the issue. UNAIDS has not engaged in any legal action and believes
there is no need for any legal action. UNAIDS respectfully requests the immediate release of
the two members of the Mango Network, Mr Gift Trapence and Mr Macdonald Sembereka,
from police custody.

UNAIDS is strongly supportive of the full empowerment and engagement of civil society
organizations in the AIDS response. It looks forward to continuing its partnership with
community and civil society organizations in ensuring that all people affected by HIV have
access to HIV prevention, treatment and social support services and that their human rights are
protected.
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The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the
Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
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