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P R E S S  S T A T E M E N T   
 
Winnie Byanyima joins UNAIDS as Executive Director  
 

GENEVA, 1 November 2019—UNAIDS is pleased to welcome Winnie Byanyima as its new 
Executive Director. Ms Byanyima brings to the role more than 30 years of experience in political 
leadership, diplomacy and humanitarian engagement. 

“I am excited to be joining UNAIDS and am looking forward to working with all our partners to 
help drive the HIV response forward and to build fairer, healthier and happier societies, 
particularly for women and girls and for all groups of people shut out and left behind,” said Ms 
Byanyima.  

Ms Byanyima brings a wealth of experience and commitment in harnessing the power of 
governments, multilateral agencies, the private sector and civil society to advance a people-
centred development agenda. Ms Byanyima most recently held the post of Executive Director of 
Oxfam International. She also served for seven years as the Director of Gender and 
Development at the United Nations Development Programme. 

Ms Byanyima holds an advanced degree in mechanical engineering (in energy conservation 
and the environment) from the Cranfield Institute of Technology and an undergraduate degree 
in aeronautical engineering from the University of Manchester. 

The United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres, appointed Ms Byanyima as the 
UNAIDS Executive Director and United Nations Under-Secretary-General in August following a 
comprehensive selection process that involved a search committee constituted by members of 
the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board. The UNAIDS Committee of Cosponsoring 
Organizations made the final recommendation on the appointment to the Secretary-General.   
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UNAIDS 
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 
with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UNAIDS
http://twitter.com/#!/UNAIDS
http://instagram.com/unaidsglobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNAIDS

