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PRESS STATEMENT

UNAIDS supports community and government efforts in Cambodia
An epidemiological investigation into the recently diagnosed HIV cases is under way.

GENEVA, 22 December 2014—UNAIDS expresses its support for the people reported to have
been affected by the recent HIV diagnoses in Battambang Province, Cambodia. UNAIDS is
joining partners in supporting Cambodia’s Ministry of Health as it conducts a full epidemiological
investigation and takes all necessary measures to prevent further HIV infections.

UNAIDS is working with the authorities to ensure that anyone who may have been affected has
access to essential HIV treatment, care and support services. UNAIDS is also working with the
ministry to ensure that the rights and privacy of all people are upheld. It is essential that people
living with HIV live with dignity and without fear of stigma and discrimination.

In Cambodia, voluntary and confidential HIV testing and counselling are widely available free of
charge and people living with HIV have access to free antiretroviral therapy across the country.

From having one of the most serious HIV epidemics in Asia in the mid-1990s, Cambodia has
continued to make progress. New HIV infections have dropped by 67%, from 3900 in 2005 to
1300 in 2013. More than two thirds of the 75 000 people living with HIV are accessing
antiretroviral therapy, which is the highest percentage of treatment access in the region.
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UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP,
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely
with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn more at
unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.
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