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What do we need from 
UNAIDS?

Who are the 10/10/10?

2



3



4



Methodology

¡July to August:  Outreach and 
consultations with almost 300 people

¡The vast majority of individuals who were 
interviewed or who participated in focus 
group discussions and interviews were 
from communities and key populations 
left behind.

5



¡ Most of our respondents were from 
small, local community-based 
organizations (CBOs), while others were 
from larger global, regional, or national 
networks and organizations. 

¡The report seeks to shed light on the 
realities of communities left behind, as 
well as to contribute to debates and 
strategies.
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Not responding to the 
needs of those in most 
critical vulnerable 
conditions would 
represent a continued 
failure from the 
perspectives of equity, 
human rights, public 
health, and an adequate 
response to the epidemic.
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An improved and sustained 
impact requires acknowledging 
and understanding the interlinked 
nature of these different 
vulnerabilities, which should 
inform our policy and 
programming towards improved 
engagement with communities 
and individuals left behind.
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“In many countries a 
significant proportion 
of people living with 
HIV still remain 
undiagnosed and 
therefore unable to 
benefit from HIV 
therapy.”
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“If we don’t disaggregate key populations by age, the 
adolescent and young members will always be left 
behind, as they are not able to access services due to 
cultural, legal and socio-economic barriers like age of 
consent or recognition. For example, adolescent sex 
workers and young girls at institutions of higher learning 
who are always targets for rich sugar daddies (cross-
generational sex), yet these adolescent girls and young 
women are not recognized as mainstream sex workers.” 

- Youth Leader from Uganda
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“Indigenous peoples make up 4.3% of the Canadian 
population yet accounted for 12.2 % of new HIV infections 
and 18.8 % of reported AIDS cases in 2011.”
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“Young people below the age of 35 represent 
more than 65% of Africa’s population. This offers 
the continent with a unique opportunity to 
leverage its economic, social and political 
development. Which is why adolescent girls, 
young women and young people who account for 
the biggest percentage of new HIV infections in 
Sub Saharan Africa should be a key population 
regardless of their backgrounds, social lives, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, cultural 
background, economic status, religious affiliation 
or education.”

- Young person from Rwanda
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¡ Why are these groups or 
populations “left behind”?  
¡ Are they hard to reach for HIV 
programmes? 
¡ Or they are just easy to ignore?? 
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Common Themes:

¡ Social, cultural, 
economic, political, and 
legal aspects

¡ Stigma, discrimination, 
and human rights 
violations 

¡Poverty

¡“Conservative ideology”
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¡ Lack of specific or targeted strategies or support to engage the 
population(s)

¡ Lack of support for population-driven responses that take a 
“nothing about us without us” approach, including the Greater 
Involvement of People living with AIDS (GIPA) principle; 

¡ Lack of funding for CBOs that work with the most vulnerable 
populations; and,

¡ Negative influence of some religious groups (a factor mentioned 
frequently by Latin American and Caribbean  interviewees and 
respondents to the online survey).

21



“If we don’t disaggregate key populations by age, the 
adolescent and young key populations will always be 
left behind, as they are not always able to access the 
available services for key populations due to legal 
and cultural impediments.”

- Asia-Pacific respondent

Lack of data for and about many groups of 
people who are disproportionately 
vulnerable to HIV  
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