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PRESS STATEMENT

UNAIDS applauds Mongolia for removing restrictions on entry, stay
and residence for people living with HIV

GENEVA, 31 January 2013—The United Nations Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
welcomes the recent law reforms in Mongolia that have removed all travel restrictions and
other discriminatory provisions for people living with HIV. The reforms which were passed by
Mongolia’s Parliament in mid-December of last year took effect on 15 January 2013.

The Law on Prevention of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Infection and Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome removes all HIV-related restrictions on entry, stay and residence.
Foreigners applying for visas to Mongolia are no longer required to disclose or provide
documentation of HIV status.

“I commend Mongolia for taking this bold step and | hope this will encourage other countries
to follow their example and move the world towards zero HIV-related stigma and
discrimination,” said Michel Sidibé, UNAIDS Executive Director.

UNAIDS advocates for the right to freedom of movement—regardless of HIV status. There is
no evidence to suggest that restrictions on the entry, stay or residence of people living with
HIV protect public health.

Mongolia’s reforms also removed employment restrictions that prevented people living with
HIV from undertaking certain jobs, including in the food industry. The new law has also
encouraged the creation of a multi-sectorial body comprised of government, civil society and
private sector representatives to help put in place the reforms.

With the removal of Mongolia's restrictions, UNAIDS counts 44 countries, territories, and
areas that continue to impose some form of restriction on the entry, stay and residence of
people living with HIV based on their HIV status. There are five countries with a complete
ban on the entry and stay of people living with HIV and five more countries deny visas even
for short-term stays. Nineteen countries deport individuals once their HIV-positive status is
discovered.
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The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-
related deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP,
UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and
works closely with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response.
Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.
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